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The thought for last month was “Conversion”. Article 7 of the OFS Rule begins: “United by their vocation as ‘brothers and sisters of penance’ and motivated by the dynamic power of the Gospel, let them conform their thoughts and deeds to those of Christ by means of that radical interior change which the Gospel calls ‘conversion.’ Human frailty makes it necessary that this conversion be carried out daily
Psalm Fragment for the month : “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me … Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me by Your generous Spirit.” Psalm 51:19, 12 
Reflection Question: What are the small, daily conversions in your life? How are you used in a different way because of them?
Prayer for the month:“My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me. I cannot know for certain where it will end. Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think that I am following your will does not mean that I am actually doing so. But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you. And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing. I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. And I know that if I do this you will lead me by the right road though I may know nothing about it. Therefore I will trust you always though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you will never leave me to face my perils alone… Amen” (Thomas Merton)

For the 12th and final month the theme is“Peace”.  Peace is a gift before it becomes a task. It is a gift from our Lord Jesus: “My peace I bequeath to you, my own peace I give to you. A peace the world cannot give, this is my gift to you” (John 14: 27).
In his Testament, Francis tells us that “the Lord revealed a greeting to me that we should say: ‘May the Lord give you peace.’” Saint Bonaventure recalls, “At the beginning and end of every sermon (Francis) announced peace; in every greeting he wished for peace.” Both Francis and Clare greeted the people of Assisi with Pace e Bene! Peace and Good! As Franciscans, peace must be at the centre of all our comings and goings.

Psalm Fragment: “The mountains will bring news of peace to the people, and the hills will announce justice.” Psalm 72: 2-4
Reflection Question: When are you not being peace, even if you might be doing peace?
Prayer for the month: Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God” (Mt 5:8. Lord, grant me true purity of heart that I may look down upon the things of earth and seek the things of heaven, and never cease to adore and behold the Lord God living and true with a pure heart and soul. (cf. Admonitions of Saint Francis), 
[bookmark: _GoBack](adapted from Carolyn D. Townes’, ofs “12 Weeks of Franciscan Peace”)  
image1.emf

